
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

A Service of Celebration 
for 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or 
participating from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The celebration and season of Christmas, which begins 
today, is one of the two most important feasts of the Christian 
calendar, where we celebrate that God comes to dwell with us in the 
fullness of humanity in Jesus Christ. 
 
We are following Government and Church of England 
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of 
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and 
others by: 

- Maintaining a 2m distance from others, with no mingling 
between households 

- Sanitising your hands 
- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards, and sit in 

places marked with a green tick. 
There will be no collection plate passed around today, 
but please give generously to support St James. You can 

- Leave a cash donation (including brown envelopes) in the plate 
provided on your way in or out of Church 

- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please 
speak to Rev Charles about this) 

- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 
(the QR code will take you to this page. 
Please note that a small proportion of 
your donation does not reach the 
Church)  

- Make an electronic donation via bank transfer or standing 
order. 
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Welcome 

 
I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in 
the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord.” 

Luke 2:10-11 
We light our final Advent candle and join together in these words: 
 
Lord Jesus, on the first Christmas Day,  
All: You came to us. 
 
Lord Jesus, on this Christmas Day,  
All: Come to us. 
 
And be the centre of our celebrations. 
All: Amen.  
 

 
Confession and Absolution 

 
The angels sang praises to God and filled the sky with song. But we 
forget to give God thanks for all the good things in our lives. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
The innkeeper made room for Mary and Joseph, and Jesus was born 
safely. But we fill our lives with so much that there is no room for 
Jesus. 
Christ, have mercy.  
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
The shepherds went quickly to see the child in the manger. But we are 
so busy and so selfish that we forget to tell others the good news. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
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May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen.  
 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 
The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 
 
For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 
 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Music for Reflection – Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing 

 
 
sung by Geraldine Latty 
 
 
1 Hark! the herald angels sing 

glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic host proclaim:  
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King!  
 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored 
Christ, the everlasting Lord 
late in time behold him come 
offspring of the Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
The incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel: 
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Gospel Reading – Luke 2:1-14 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place 
while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own 
town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married 
to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for 
the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 

14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.’ 
 
 
At the end: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 



	   7	  

 
Sermon 

 
 
 

Creed 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us  
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers 
 

Peace 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All: and also with you. 
 

Music for Reflection – Once in Royal David’s City 
 

sung by St Martin’s Voices, with soloist Victoria Meteyard 
 
1 Once in royal David's city 
 stood a lowly cattle shed, 
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 where a mother laid her baby 
 in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that Mother mild, 
 Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
2 He came down to earth from heaven 
 who is God and Lord of all, 
 and his shelter was a stable, 
 and his cradle was a stall; 
 with the poor and mean and lowly 
 lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
3 And through all his wondrous childhood 
 he would honour and obey, 
 love and watch the lowly Maiden, 
 in whose gentle arms he lay: 
 Christian children all must be 
 mild, obedient, good as he. 
 
4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 
 with the oxen standing by, 
 we shall see him; but in heaven, 
 set at God's right hand on high; 
 where like stars his children crowned 
 all in white shall wait around. 
 
 
Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895) 

 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
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All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
And now we give you thanks because in coming among us, 
he revealed the radiance of your glory 
and brought us out of darkness  
into your own marvellous light. 
 
And so we join the angels to celebrate: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Father, on the night before he died, 
Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 
 
He took the bread, and thank you. 
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you. 
This is my blood,  
the new promise of God’s unfailing love. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
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Christ will come again. 
 
Father, as we bring this bread and wine, 
and remember his death and resurrection, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share these gifts 
may be fed by Christ’s body and his blood. 
 
Pour your Spirit on us 
that we may love one another, 
work for the healing of the earth, 
and share the good news of Jesus, 
as we wait for his coming in glory. 
 
For honour and praise belong to you, 
Father, with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
one God, forever and ever.  
All: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 
Because we all share in one bread.  
 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
All: Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
You are warmly invited to come forward and receive the bread or a 
blessing, as directed by the stewards. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
We thank you, Lord, that you have fed us in this 
sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a 
foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all 
peoples. Amen. 
 

 
Dismissal 

 
We pray for God’s blessing 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 

Material in this service comes from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the 
Church of England © Archbishops’ Council 
 
 
 


